4. ISF Snowboard World Championships VAL DI SOLE ´99

SWATCH BOARDERCROSS® World Championships 1999

 presented by O‘Neill

24. - 31. January, 1999 in Val di Sole / Italy – Total Prize Money: US $ 220.000,-

BOARDERCROSS® Final dominated by Shaun Palmer/USA and Maelle Ricker CAN

For the first time in  Boardercross history  World Champion titles were given! The Canadian Maelle Ricker and the American Shaun Palmer were crowned  Boardercross World Champions! Silver medals were given to European Champion ´99 Catherine Pötzl/AUT and Tor Bruserud/NOR. Bronze was claimed by Gitti Köck from Austria and Pontus Staahlkloo from Sweden.

Passo Tonale - Val di Sole, Italy, Saturday,  Jan. 30th 1999 Today,  the last discipline of the 4th World Championships took place: A new discipline on the ISF – tour was choosing their first Boardercross World Champion. After yesterday`s Time Trials the hottest heats were going on: hundreds of spectators joined the event at low temperatures but bright sunshine. The best 24 women and 48 man couldn`t wait any longer for their signal to go: 6 riders on the parcours were racing against each other, not the time is relevant in the k.o. system  – the best 3 out of 6 starters had the chance to come into the next round! In the women`s part the 19 years old Canadian Maelle Ricker (1) had to give everything to defend her 1st place out of the Time Trials against the strong Austrian Ine Pötzl (2),No. 1 in the current world ranking. „ During the whole last run Ine was on my tail and I had to fight until I passed the finish area, „ stated Maelle BX World Champion `99! Brigitte Köck (AUT), bronze medal  winner at the Olympic games, came 3rd followed by the 32 year old Nillard Pilavakis (USA). The unbeatable BX hero Shaun Palmer (USA) gave an awesome perfomance and nobody was able to kick him out. Followed by his teammate and leader in the world ranking Tor Bruserud (NOR) and  Pontus Staahlkloo from Sweden (3). Barely missing third place the current European Champion from France Philippe Conte, ended up in 4th place. It was a fantasic event celebrated and enjoyed by all participants, riders and the media. A huge success for the World Championships!

SWATCH BOARDERCROSS® World Championships 1999 presented by O‘Neill:

Final ranking, Saturday, 30.01.99:
Women

Men

1. Maelle Ricker
CAN

Shaun Palmer
USA

2. Catherine Poetzl           AUT

Tor Bruserud                            NOR

3. Brigitte Köck
AUT

Pontus Staahlkloo                    SWE


4. Nillard Pilavakis 
USA         
Philippe Conte
FRA


5. Marguerite Cossettini    AUS

Ernst Thue 
NOR

6. Julie Zell
USA

Laurent Besse
FRA

7. Katharina Himmler        GER

Nicolas Marduel                       FRA

8. Alessia Follador
ITA
 
Harald Putz                                   AUT

For more info, cybercasting, results:  www.snowboard.valdisole.net and www.boarderX.com
MEDIA PICTURE SERVICE for daily news: download the pictures in newspaper quality (1.500 x 1.000 pixel) on www.tsba.net/partners/valdisole on hour after the finish.

For further info check the site or call Günther Gröbl: ++43.664.3016444

For further media information please contact:    

Mediahotline, Claudia Rickmann-Tel.++39. 339. 599 10 25 - email: c.rickmann@elab.ch

