-----URGENT PRESS RELEASE-----

VAL DI SOLE’S WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS OF SNOWBOARDING SECURES ITALIAN MEDIA MARKET
Folgarida, December 30, 1998.   Today, the Organizing Committee for the ISF Snowboard World Championships announced major deals with Italian media superstars promising to make the event the focus of all of Italy from 24-31 January.

· RAI, Italy’s top TV station, will be broadcasting all four event finals.

· Radio DJ will be broadcasting live from Val di Sole’s slopes with entertainment from their popular DJs.  Italy’s #1 radio station will also provide significant advertising before the championships.

· Gazzetta dello Sport, #1 sports newspaper, is an official sponsor and plans special advertising including a section in their extremely popular weekend magazine the weekend the events begin.

· Budweiser announced its proud sponsorship of the always exciting freestyle events:  the Halfpipe in Marilleva and the Straight Jump show in Pejo. 

· Nagano Olympic medalist Thomas Prugger, will be competing in the World Championships in his home country of Italy, in Giant Slalom on January 26 in Folgarida.

The committee chairman, Giacomo Bezzi, was quoted as saying, “Preparation for the World Championships is progressing according to plan.  We are excited that 8 of the 12 Olympic medalists will be coming to Val di Sole to compete.  And as expected, top companies and organizations are recognizing just how important this event is both here in Italy as well as worldwide.  In addition to our most recent sponsors listed above, we are proud of the participation of Swatch, O’Neill, Red Bull, Kit Kat, IBM, Cavit, and Lexmark, as well as coverage from Eurosport, MTV and all major snowboard magazines.”

The Championship week will not only be full of top competition, but includes non-stop partying:    3 of the events have finals in the evening under the lights, European snowboard magazines are planning a “Maga tour” of parties, live bands will be performing both in local clubs and during night finals, and the movie theater will be hosting the Italian premier of Warren Miller’s extreme snowboard and ski movie “Freeriders”.

It sounds like the place to be in January is in Val di Sole, Trentino Italy, with the world’s best snowboarders.  For more information see  www.snowboard.valdisole.net
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